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To the Families of John McCandless STEM Charter School,

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year at John McCandless STEM
Charter School. It is our goal to provide a comprehensive, outstanding
quality education, with an emphasis in Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) to prepare all students for
success in a rigorous middle school and high school curriculum.

The STEM Charter School is a Lincoln Unified School District dependent charter
school that will provide a standards-based curriculum while preparing students for
life-long learning by developing their abilities to read, write, listen, speak, and problem
solve. We believe that the structure and additional instructional minutes in our school
day will provide students with the opportunity to use technological, mathematical, and
scientific principles in real-life applications. Our focus on Project-Based Learning and
STEM instruction set us apart from other program offerings. Your student will be
prepared for rigorous and authentic learning through daily classroom instruction and
extended day enrichment programs.

Thank you for selecting the STEM Charter School. I look forward to the opportunity to
provide a world-class, 21st Century education for your children. It is my strong belief
that your child will thrive in an engaging, enriching, and student-centered environment.
I am thrilled to be part of the JMC Family! We Are the Owls!!

Partners in Education,

Jonathan Gillig
Principal
John McCandless STEM Charter School



SCHOOL MISSION

The mission of John McCandless STEM Charter is to provide a comprehensive,
outstanding quality education, with an additional emphasis in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) to prepare all students for success in a rigorous
middle school and high school curriculum.

The vision of the John McCandless STEM Charter School is to be a leader in STEM
education, preparing and inspiring our learners to meet the challenges of the 21st century
through innovation, collaboration, and creative problem solving.

STEM teachers and staff will support student development by integrating Project Based
Learning into the curriculum.

PARENT COMMUNICATION

In order to keep parents/guardians informed so they can fully participate in their student’s
education, John McCandless STEM Charter School will regularly communicate school events and
topics of interest through the following:

John McCandless STEM Charter website
https://lincolnstemcharter.edlioschool.com/

John McCandless STEM Charter Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/lincolnstemcharter

John McCandles STEM Instagram Page
https://instagram.com/johnmccandlessstem

Parent Square message to all registered users

School & PTSA generated newsletters

https://lincolnstemcharter.edlioschool.com/
http://www.facebook.com/lincolnstemcharter
https://instagram.com/johnmccandlessstem
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ATTENDANCE POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Attendance Expectations

John McCandless Charter School expects all students to maintain 95% or better attendance rate.
Students with excessive absences and/or tardies will receive notification from the school and an
attendance review meeting will be held to develop a plan for regular attendance along with a
specific attendance contract.

School Attendance is Mandatory

The law says students must be in school. The State Education code defines a habitual truant as
any student who misses more than three days unexcused. Habitual truants will be referred to the
School Attendance Review Board.

In Lincoln Unified School District our objective is to create a culture of achievement.
School attendance is fundamental in giving all students the best opportunity to succeed.

By connecting with parents and guardians quickly, we strive to work together to identify
and remove any barriers families face in getting their children to school. We understand
unavoidable illnesses may sometimes keep your child at home. We also know absences
can accumulate and interrupt your child’s education.

Our goal is to provide the best education for your child and increase their chances for success in
life.  The habit of attending school every day is valuable for all children.  We appreciate the
opportunity to partner with parents and guardians to increase daily attendance throughout the
Lincoln Unified School District.

Absences and Tardies 209-888-0160

Regular school attendance is important for a consistent educational program. State Law and
district policy allow the following as excused absences or tardies:

1. Illness
2. Medical appointments
3. Funeral for members of immediate family

All other absences, including family trips, are unexcused. When your child is absent, our
school is required by law to follow up. If you know your child is going to be absent, please contact
the office at 209-888-0160. When a student returns to school after any tardy or absence, a written
excuse must be given to the school office (if you did not call the school the day of the absence).
Each note must contain the following: (a) date of the note; (b) date of absence; (c) student's name;
(d) reason for the absence; and (e) signature of parent or guardian. All absences must be cleared
within 48 hours.



Drop Off and Pick Up

Students will be dropped off and picked up on the west side of the parking lot at the Rose Marie
Campus. School representatives and/or fingerprinted parent volunteers will escort students to the
campus until the bell rings to begin school at 8:00 . No supervision will be provided prior to 7:30
am. At the end of the school day, students will be escorted to the drop off/pick up locations. Any
student who is not picked up within 15 minutes of school release time will be taken to the school
office and parents will be called.

Early Dismissals

Medical, dental or other important appointments should be scheduled after school.  However, when
this is not possible, students should bring a note to the office before school.  The note should
indicate what time the student is to be dismissed from school.  Students leaving school early must
be signed out by a parent or guardian in the school office.

ACADEMIC AND BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

High Expectations

The John McCandless staff maintains high behavioral and academic expectations for students’
success.
In order to be successful, students must do the following:

1. Respect school, others, and self
2. Be in attendance and on time to class
3. Bring required materials to class
4. Complete homework

Academic Integrity Policy

Academic integrity is highly valued and any form of dishonesty or deception that
unfairly, improperly, or illegally enhances the grade on an individual/group assignment
or a final grade is not permitted. The following is a list of forms of cheating, plagiarism,
and other forms of dishonesty. If you have any doubt whether a particular act constitutes
academic dishonesty, please ask the teacher.
Academic dishonesty includes, but not limited to:
• Giving or getting improper assistance on an assignment meant to be individual
work
• Plagiarizing or copying part or all of another person’s work and submitting it as
your own
• Copying answers found online
• Having/using a cheat sheet
• Altering a graded assignment and re-submitting it for a higher grade
• Working together on a take home exam unless approved by the teacher
• Failing to properly cite paraphrased materials with in-text citations and work cited



page
• Citing non-existent sources
• Making up data for an experiment
• Having/using notes, formulas or other information on an electronic device when
not given permission
• Having/using communication device to send/receive information when not given
permission
• Gaining or providing access to unauthorized materials
• Using the services of another student or company to complete assignments or
projects. Attempted cheating, even when unsuccessful, will be treated as academic dishonesty.
Simply having observable possession of any prohibited or unauthorized information or
device, even if it is not used, is an act of academic dishonesty and will be dealt with as such.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

Transitional Kindergarten (TK)

TK is year one of a two year kindergarten program. TK provides an early childhood education
program that builds a bridge between the preschool years and traditional kindergarten.The
objective of our Transitional Kindergarten program is to provide students with time to develop
fundamental skills needed for success in school in a setting that is appropriate to the student's age
and development.
In addition to the goals of socialization, TK also focuses on the basic components of letter naming,
color identification, letter sounds, counting and other fundamental skills that prepare students for
kindergarten.

Kindergarten

Colonial Heights School offers two half-day kindergartens, AM and PM. Common Core Standards
drive the curriculum and lessons. Teachers are fully credentialed and provide a caring and safe
environment for your students to learn. All students may participate in lunch in our multi-use room,
and are supervised by a trained staff member.

1
st

– 6
th

Grade

1st through 6th grade curriculum is based on the Common Core Standards.  Our teachers use the
Lincoln Unified District-adopted curriculums: Wonders & Study Sync for language arts and Eureka
Math for mathematics. Classes are taught in a self-contained setting with one teacher per
classroom. All students receive the required number of physical education minutes.  P.E. for
students in grades 4-6 is taught by a PE specialist.  All students receive classroom music
instruction twice a week taught by a district music specialist. Students in grades 4-6 may also
participate in beginning band, strings or choir.

Kindergarten classrooms are equipped with 10 iPads, and each student, K-6, is provided a Chrome
book computer.  All of our classrooms are also equipped with an Apple TV component and a Smart
TV.



7
th

– 8
th

Grade

Students in grades 7 and 8 follow a daily schedule of 6 periods, approximately 56 minutes long,
consisting of Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science, Physical Education and an elective.
Electives include strings, band, choir, study skills, digital lit, art, and student council/leadership.
Electives offered vary from year to year depending on student interest and teacher background.
Students may have the opportunity to choose a different elective each quarter, if their grade point
average (GPA) is 2.0 or higher.  Students whose GPA is lower than 2.0 will be considered for the
study skills elective to help them achieve the 2.0 threshold.  Additionally, students who are working
above grade level and qualify, will be enrolled in a high school mathematics class in order to best
meet their educational needs.

Each middle school classroom is equipped with one Chrome book computer per student, an Apple
TV component, a Smart TV, and a printer.

In addition to core instruction, seventh and eighth grade students have the opportunity to
participate in many extra-curricular activities, which include but are not limited to spirit week, rallies,
dances, community service activities, field trips and PTSA sponsored events.

K-8 Music

We are proud of our district’s K-12 music program. Currently, we hope to offer Chorus twice a week
for students in grades 4-6. As well as Band and Strings for students in grades 4-8.  Band begins in
5th grade.   Intermediate students who wish to become a part of this program will have the
opportunity to sign up after an informational performance assembly by district music teachers in the
fall.

K-8 Physical Education

All students in grades kindergarten through 8 receive Common Core standards-based P.E.
instruction for the required number of 200 minutes every two weeks.  Students in grades K-3 are
taught by the classroom teacher. A physical education specialist teaches students in grades 4-6
twice a week. Students in 7th and 8th grades receive PE instruction five times a week taught by a
full-time PE teacher.

Library Media Center

The library houses a large variety of books and resource materials. Students may check
out books, research and use computers. The hours are 8:00 - 4:00,
M-F.  A library aide is on duty daily to assist students and staff. 

Counseling Services

Counseling is available to all students at Colonial Heights School. There is one, full time, fully
credentialed counselor available who serves students individually, in small groups and as a whole
class.



Bell Schedules

Tk-5 Bell Schedule

2022-23 JMC Bell Schedule

TK - 5 T-F

Event Grade Time

Start of School TK - 5 8:00

Morning Recess K, 1 9:40- 9:50

2, 3, & 4 9:55-10:05

TK, 5 10:05 - 10:15

Lunch 1- 3 11:35 - 12:10

4 & 5 12:10 - 12:45

TK - K 12:00 - 12:20

Afternoon Recess 1st 1:40- 1:50

2nd, 3rd 1:55 - 2:05

4th, 5th 2:10 - 2:20

Dismissal TK, K 12:00

1-5 3:15

TK, K 230 minutes

1-5 375 minutes

Min Day - Mondays & Fall/Spring Collaboration Weeks

Event Grade Time

Start of School TK - 5 8:00

Morning Recess K 9:30- 9:40

1 9:30- 9:45

2, 3, & 4 9:45-10:00

TK 10:00 - 10:10



5 10:00 - 10:15

Lunch 1- 3 10:55 - 11:30

4-5 10:55 - 11:30

TK, K 12:00 - 12:20

Dismissal TK, K 12:00

1-5 1:30

TK, K 230 minutes

1-5 280 minutes

2022-23 JMC Bell Schedule

Middle School T- F

6-8 b Minutes

8:00 - 8:59 Period 1 59

8:59 - 9:01 PP 2

9:01 - 10:00 Period 2 59

10:00 - 10:02 PP 2

10:02- 11:01 Period 3 59

11:01- 11:33 Lunch 32

11:33-11:35 PP 2

11:35- 12:34 Period 4 59

12:34 - 12:36 PP 2

12:36 - 1:35 Period 5 59

1:35 - 1:37 PP 2

1:37 - 2:31 Period 6 54

2:31 - 2:33 PP 2

2:33 - 3:15 Period 7 (PBL/HR) 42

Minutes 391

Middle School - Mondays & 4 weeks for Conferences

8:00 - 8:42 Period 1 42

8:42- 8:44 PP 2

8:44 - 9:26 Period 2 42



9:26 - 9:28 PP 2

9:28 - 10:10 Period 3 42

10:10 - 10:12 PP 2

10:12 - 10:54 Period 4 42

10:54 - 10:56 PP 2

10:56 - 11:38 Period 5 42

11:38 - 12:10 Lunch 32

12:10 - 12:12 PP 2

12:12 - 12:52 Period 6 40

12:52 - 12:54 PP 2

12:54 - 1:30 Period 7 (PBL/HR) 36

Minutes 286

State Testing Schedule

8:00 - 8:42 Period 1 42

8:42 - 8:44 PP 2

8:44 - 9:26 Period 2 42

9:26 - 9:28 PP 2

9:28 - 11:01 State Testing 93

11:01 - 11:33 Lunch 32

11:33 - 11:35 PP 2

11:35 - 12:17 Period 3 42

12:17 - 12:19 PP 2

12:19 - 1:01 Period 4 42

1:01 - 1:03 PP 2

1:03 - 1:45 Period 5 42

1:45 - 1:49 PP 2

1:49 - 2:31 Period 6 42

2:31 - 2:33 PP 2

2:33 - 3:15 Period 7 42

minutes 387



Digital Citizenship
Digital citizenship refers to the responsible and equitable use of any type of digital tool, such as
computers, tablets, smartphones, or any other internet accessible devices, to engage online with
society at any level. Families and educators must provide a clear definition of what digital
citizenship looks like and be vigilant in promoting and encouraging our students to become
conscientious digital citizens.

To promote Digital Citizenship, Lincoln Unified School District staff members will:
● Take time to incorporate digital citizenship into their curriculum
● Make opportunities to promote digital citizenship schoolwide
● Recognize teachable moments to stress the importance of being a responsible digital citizen

To practice Digital Citizenship, Lincoln Unified students will:
● Complete safe and accurate searches while completing classwork
● Maintain the security of their passwords
● Put research in their own words (avoiding plagiarism)
● View age-appropriate material while online
● Respect physical property such as Chromebooks, chargers, and headphones
● Respect intellectual property such as music, videos, images, and other copyrighted

materials
● Interact appropriately on all social media platforms

Student Services and Support

Counseling Services

Counseling is available to all students at Colonial Heights School. There is one, full time,
fully credentialed counselor available who serves students individually, in small groups and
as a whole class.

English Language Learner Support

Extra support for students learning English is provided daily. Students receive this support through
both integrated classroom instruction as well as designated, direct instruction in English Language
development at every grade level.

Focus Center

The Focus Center is designed as a place for students to work when they are unable to focus in the
regular classroom or are causing disruptions for the learning of others.  The Focus Center leader
ensures students complete missing assignments and work being assigned while they are out of the
classroom.  When infractions have led to their time in the center, the staff of the Focus Center
works with the students to help them address their mistakes and identify strategies that will help
them avoid repeating them.



Mental Health Services Notification

Students may access mental health services within the community through any agency listed on
this website https://lusdface.weebly.com/community-based-resources.html or by asking for
resources from the school site counselor. You are able to independently initiate services if you are
12 years of age or older by directly contacting the mental health agency or with the help of your
parent/guardian. (Ed. Code § 49428)

Parent Resources and Support

We  appreciate your interest and participation in your child’s educational program. Parents are
welcome in our school.  When coming to John McCandless STEM Charter School to observe
throughout the school day, please make arrangements in advance with the teacher or the principal
through the office staff.  Please refer to the information below for important information involving
ways to be involved with your child’s education here at JMC.  For additional information, please
also check out the parent resources page in the Lincoln Unified website.

Volunteering

Parents provide valuable services to the children at JMC, and are greatly welcomed. Volunteers
need to fill out the Volunteer Information Packet, and may be required to be fingerprinted through
our security office. A Volunteer Information Packet is available upon request from the school or
district office.

*Due to COVID-19 and the pandemic, guidance is ever changing- please check with our office staff
on current guidance and recommendations.

Back-To-School Night

Back-To-School Night is a wonderful opportunity for parents to meet teachers and ask questions,
and is also for teachers to explain grade level expectations and curriculum. Your attendance is
imperative as it sends a clear message to your child that his/her education is a very important
priority to you and your family. Back-To-School Night is held every year in August.

Newsletter

Newsletters are posted monthly-bimonthly on our JMC webpage, and are also available in hard
copy in our school office. Please read the newsletters regularly, as you will be kept up-to-date
about important school and district programs, events and educational issues.

PTSA

Supporting the Parent-Teacher-Student Association (PTSA) is a very important way to build
communication lines between home and school.  PTSA is a national organization dedicated to
schools and their communities.  A strong PTSA membership can do “together” what each cannot
do individually.

https://lusdface.weebly.com/community-based-resources.html
https://www.lusd.net/domain/248


Meetings are held once a month and are open to all.  Even if you don’t have time to attend
meetings, we hope to have you join PTSA.  Your membership contribution alone will help
tremendously.

School Site Council (SSC)

SSC is an elected group of school staff and parents charged with the responsibility of developing,
monitoring and funding the Single Plan for Student Achievement.  This plan outlines school goals,
funding sources, and the manner in which student achievement is measured.  The Colonial Heights
SSC is made up of 5 parents, 3 teachers, 1 classified employee and 1 administrator.  Each group
elects their own representatives to a two-year term.  Information about elections is shared through
our school newsletter.  Parents interested in serving on our SSC are invited to nominate
themselves or others by contacting the school office.

Reporting of Student Progress

JMC reports student progress to parents through report cards sent home twice per year
(semesters) in grades K through 6 and through parent-teacher conferences.  For Grades 7 and 8,
students will be given a report card four times (quarterly) during the school year.  Parents,
teachers, and students will conference twice per school year. However, a conference may also be
scheduled on an as-needed basis.

Aeries

Aeries is our on-line attendance, discipline and grading system.  Parents of 7th and 8th graders may
view their child’s current grades, homework assignments and attendance on Aeries at any time.
Our office staff will provide you the information and password you need to log-in to your child’s
records.  We very much encourage you to check Aeries often, so you can be informed of your
child’s progress. To begin the process of creating a parent account on AERIES, please call our
office and make sure to login here.

ParentSquare

ParentSquare is an easy-to-use communication tool that combines multiple communication
streams into one interface for families and school staff. You can download the free app on your
phone. This will allow you to receive important messages and information from your child’s teacher
and school.

Rights of Parents to Inspect Student School Records

Parents have the right to inspect all their child’s school records.  Each student has a cumulative
folder in the school office.  It contains all the basic information regarding attendance, subjects
taken, grades, credits, test results, health records, special programs, etc.  To inspect these records,
confer with the principal or designee at the school.  Students who have received assistance from
special programs may have supplemental records in addition to the school record.  To inspect
these records, see the administrator in charge of that special program.

https://lincoln.aeries.net/student/LoginParent.aspx
https://www.parentsquare.com/signin


Home-School Compact:

Colonial Heights School has jointly developed a Home-School Compact.  The compact outlines
how parents, the school staff and the students share the responsibility to improve student
achievement and to ensure students reach proficiency. Colonial Heights will provide high-quality
curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the
participating children to meet the State’s student academic achievement standards.

● Highly Qualified teachers are in each classroom at Colonial Heights School providing highly
qualified instruction

● Reading with students at home and providing a quiet place to study is a responsibility of the
parent/guardian

● ParentSquare messages are sent home regularly in Spanish and English
● Bi-lingual monthly newsletters are available on the school’s website
● Two conferences a year are scheduled to inform parents of students’ progress
● Parents are always welcome to volunteer to help in our classrooms
● Parent surveys are sent once a year to better serve our Title 1 families

We ask all members of our school community to take the following pledge:

Principal Pledge:
As Principal, my role is to create a welcoming, supportive, effective, and positive learning
environment at our school. I will carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my ability:

● Ensure a safe and orderly learning environment
● Talk with parents and students about the school’s mission and goals
● Support the partnership between parent, student, and staff
● Encourage parents to be involved in decisions that affect their child’s education

Teacher Pledge:
I understand the importance of the school experience to every student and my role as a teacher
and model. Therefore, I agree to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of ability:

● Provide motivating, high-quality instruction, and interesting learning experiences in my
classroom that address CA content standards

● Explain my goals, expectations, and grading system to students and parents
● Strive to address the individual needs of each student
● Communicate regularly with parents regarding each student’s progress by holding

parent-teacher conferences twice a year, sending home report cards, and meeting with
parents as needed through phone calls and scheduled consultations

● Provide opportunities for parents to volunteer, observe, and participate in the classroom. I
will send home notices for volunteer opportunities throughout the year, and parents can
also contact me to set up times they would to like to participate and observe

Student Pledge:
I realize that my education is important to me. I know that I am the person responsible for my own
success and that I must work hard to achieve that success. Therefore, I agree to carry out the
following responsibilities to the best of my ability:

● Work as hard as I can on my school assignments and return completed homework on time



● Ask my teacher for help when I don’t understand something
● Follow Colonial Heights “Expectation for Student Behavior” and be responsible for my own

actions
● Limit my TV watching and other electronic device usage and read books instead
● Arrive to class on time, be prepared to learn, and have all the necessary materials

Parent Pledge:
I understand that my participation in my student’s education will help his/her achievement and
attitude. Therefore, I will carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my ability:

● Provide a quiet study time at home and encourage good study habits
● Know how my child is progressing by attending conferences and school events, looking at

schoolwork, talking to the teacher, and being involved with the school
● Participate in decisions that affect my child education
● Limit my child’s TV viewing and other electronic device usage and encourage him/her to

spend time reading everyday
● Send my child to school each day on time, prepared with all the necessary materials, well

rested, well nourished, and properly dressed
● Read the attached Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy

REPORTS OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Report Cards

Report cards will be sent home twice a year, at the end of each semester.
Grades kindergarten through 5th grade will receive standards based report cards.
Grades 6th – 8th will receive letter grades as described in grade-level teachers’ syllabi.

Academic Parent - Teacher Teams

APTT is a classroom-based, teacher-led, data-driven family engagement model.  Their innovative
design is rooted in training families to support children’s academic goals by linking home and
school learning. APTT meetings will be held each year. Parents are expected to attend all APTT
meetings and arena conferences.

CONTACT INFORMATION

915 Rose Marie Lane
Stockton, CA 95207

School Website: https://lincolnstemcharter.edlioschool.com/
Office Hours: 7:30 am – 4:00 pm, Monday – Friday

https://lincolnstemcharter.edlioschool.com/


Principal: Jonathan Gillig jgillig@lusd.net

Assistant Principal: Tim Hurles thurles@lusd.net

Office Supervisor: Leticia Samson 209-888-0162
lsamson@lusd.net

Office Clerk: Tessa Hinnant 209-888-0160
fhinnant@lusd.net

Counselor: Kelly Hudelson khudelson@lusd.net

Safety Officer: Macie Ortega 209-888-0163
mortega@lusd.net

Library / Media Matt Fernandes mfernandes@lusd.net

Media Technician Linda Lavow llavow@lusd.net

TK Miranda Hall mhall@lusd.net

Kindergarten: Heather Downing hdowning@lusd.net
Brenda Bautista bbautista@lusd.net

1st Grade: Jennifer Magness jmagness@lusd.net
Maria Brown mbrown@lusd.net

2nd Grade: Michelle Tacsion mtacsion@lusd.net
Brianna Serrano bserrano@lusd.net

3rd Grade: Jennifer Faucett jfacucett@lusd.net
Hannah Richardson hrichardson@lusd.net

4th Grade: Dax Compise dcompise@lusd.net
Marina Meraz mmeraz@lusd.net

5th Grade: Maria Precissi mprecissi@lusd.net
Nichloas Brown nbrown@lusd.net

Middle School:
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Aparna Grace agrace@lusd.net
Justine Sares jsares@lusd.net
Courtney Berolzheimer cberolzheimer@lusd.net
Kaci McCoy kmccoy@lusd.net
Wilson Buth wbuth@lusd.net
Ralene Lara
Alex Fojtik afojtik@lusd.net

Contacting a Teacher

If you wish to speak with a teacher, please contact the teacher via e-mail to arrange an
appointment at a date and time convenient for both of you. You may also send notes in your child’s
backpack. Whenever possible, please refrain from attempting to contact a teacher by phoning the
main office, we are generally unable to interrupt class time to relay messages (except in cases of
emergency).

GENERAL  INFORMATION

After School Care

JMC STEM's Extended Day Learning program offers after school child care for students enrolled in
grades TK through fifth grade.  The purpose of the program is to provide academic, social, and
recreational activities that allow children to develop a love for learning in a safe, warm and
welcoming environment on campus.  We use the Project Approach Curriculum to extend learning
after school and also provide a home time for students to work on and complete homework daily.  It
is a fee-based program and fees are determined based on hours and days of need.  More
information may be obtained by calling JMC STEM’s program Instructor (209) 639-9385 or (209)
639-3824.   

Bikes, Scooters and Skateboards

Bikes, skateboards and scooters are NOT to be ridden on campus. Students who fail to follow
these procedures may have their vehicle confiscated (parents will be required to pick it up in the
office) and the student may lose the privilege of riding their bike, skateboard, or scooter to school.

Cell phones

The use of cell phones by students on campus during school hours is strictly prohibited.  Cell
phones that ring or that are visible will be confiscated.  Students who have cell phones must turn
them off and keep them off and out of sight.  During emergency situations, students are not allowed
to use their cell phone.  All emergency contacts are to be made through the office.  Students who
need to contact their parents after school may do so.  The school will not replace stolen or missing
cell phones nor will the school investigate theft / loss of any of the above items.

mailto:agrace@lusd.net
mailto:jsares@lusd.net
mailto:cberolzheimer@lusd.net
mailto:kmccoy@lusd.net
mailto:wbuth@lusd.net
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Emergency Information

Parents, or the parent’s representative, will be called for students who have had an accident or
become too ill to remain in school. In order to do this, the correct information must be provided to
the school office. It is the parent's responsibility to provide the current and correct information.

Field Trips

For the safety of all children, all parents chaperoning, attending and/or driving for a field trip must
have their fingerprints on file with the LUSD Human Resources Office prior to going on any trip.
Field trips requiring transportation will most often involve district-provided bus transportation.
Students must have a signed permission slip from their parent or guardian before being allowed to
participate.

Food Service, Breakfast and Lunch

A nutritionally well-balanced breakfast is served daily, beginning thirty minutes prior to the start of
school in the cafeteria. Breakfast meals are free for all students. Cafeteria rules apply during
breakfast and lunch.

Lincoln Unified offers parents an Online Meal Account Access and Payment System. Go to the
district’s Website at www.lusd.net and click the link to the school nutrition page.

Students may buy lunch at school or bring one from home. Students purchasing lunch have a
choice of entrees and side dishes. Students will use PIN numbers keyed in near the cash register
to record their lunch purchase. Parents are encouraged to keep money in their child’s account.

A free lunch program is available for families with qualifying incomes. Forms to apply for these
programs are sent home the first day of school and are always available in the school office. The
price of lunch is free. All lunches include milk. Parents and students may put money in their
student’s lunch account in the cafeteria between 7:45 and 8:00 at each school.

John McCandless Charter School students can no longer receive lunches delivered by
DoorDash, GrubHub, or any other meal delivery application or take out delivery system.

HIV HEALTH NOTIFICATION (7th GRADE ONLY)

California state law requires that HIV/AIDS prevention education is taught in middle
school and in high school. The District must follow state laws (California Education
Code Section 51933) and may not pick and choose topics to teach.
The goal of a comprehensive sexual health education program is to help students learn
the facts and to make good decisions now, and later in life. Materials are available for
your preview upon request in your school’s office.
You will receive notification of the dates when your student will participate in this
training. State law allows you to remove your student from comprehensive sexual health
education or HIV/AIDS prevention education. At the time you receive the notification

http://www.lusd.net/


letter, you will have an opportunity to write an opt out indicating that you do not want
your student to participate in the comprehensive sexual health or HIV/AIDS prevention
instructional program.

Items that should NOT be brought to school

Anything that distracts from the learning environment should be left at home or remain out of sight,
including but not limited to the following:

● Cell phone *
● Balls/ Sports Equipment to include but not limited to Footballs, Tennis balls etc..

(Football is not allowed at recess)
● Hand-held games/ Electronics/ Personal laptops
● Skateboard / Scooter
● Toys / Nerf Guns/ Legos etc..
● Stuffed Animal
● Trading Cards
● Air Pods

If confiscated, the item will be held in the office until retrieved by a parent / guardian.

Students should not bring large amounts of money or anything of significant value to school. John
McCandless STEM School is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged items.

Lost and Found

Parents are strongly encouraged to write their children’s names on clothing and backpacks.Parents
will be notified when the Lost and Found bin will be located at the front office. Items not claimed will
be donated to charities over winter break, spring break and after the last day of school.

Medications at School

Students needing to take any form of medication, over-the-counter or prescription are required to
complete the form, “Authorization for Medication to be Taken During School Hours”. A copy of this
form is available in the school office. All medications must be kept in the school office and are not
to be carried in student’s lunch boxes or backpacks. Students are not to administer their own
medication without the supervision of school personnel in the school office.

Nondiscrimination Commitment

Lincoln Unified School District is committed to providing a working and learning
environment free from discrimination, harassment, intimidation and bullying. The
District prohibits unlawful discrimination, harassment, intimidation and bullying based
on the actual or perceived characteristics set forth in Penal Code §422.5, Education Code
§220 and actual perceived race, color, ancestry, national origin, nationality, ethnicity,
ethnic group identification, age, religion, marital or parental status, physical or mental
disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, or gender expression; or
Association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived
characteristics, in any program or activity it conducts or to which it provides significant
assistance.



For inquiries or complaints related to discrimination, harassment, intimidation and
bullying of students based on the actual or perceived characteristics listed above, or for
inquiries or complaints related to employee-to-employee, student-to-employee, or
work/employment related discrimination, harassment, or intimidation, contact your
school administrator, or Michele Tatum, Associate Superintendent Human Resources
Lincoln Unified School District.

Release During Class Hours/Closed Campus

No student is permitted to leave the school grounds at any time during school hours without the
knowledge of school personnel.  If it becomes necessary for you to pick up your child during the
school day, send a note. If someone else is to pick up your child, send a note to the office.  You, or
the person wishing to pick up the child, must meet the child and sign him/her out in the office. Only
persons listed on the child’s emergency card will be allowed to sign out a child unless written
permission is provided by a parent or verbal permission is obtained over the phone from a parent.
Persons unknown to school personnel will be asked to provide identification before having a
student released to them.

Access to Campus

In order to maintain a safe and secure campus, all non-students/non-staff who wish to gain entry to
the Colonial Heights campus before, during or after school must enter through the main office and
provide a state issued driver’s license or ID which will be scanned into a visitor registration system
(RAPTOR). This system compares information to a sex offender database, alerting campus
administraors if a match is found. Then (assuming no match was made) a visitor badge that
includes a photo will be printed. This badge is required to be worn the entirety of the visit and
returned prior to exiting campus.

Visitors/Classroom Visits

Parents are encouraged to visit and support their children's class. In accordance with the state
law, any person coming to the school grounds during school hours must first report to the front
office to secure permission to be on the grounds and/or conduct any business and/or to see any
teacher or student. Any visitors whose fingerprints and volunteer packets are not cleared by
Lincoln Unified must be escorted by a school employee when on campus. If you wish to volunteer
in your child’s classroom please allow 4 weeks to elapse in the new school year before scheduling
your time to volunteer. As a courtesy please notify your child’s teacher in advance prior to
volunteering in their classroom.

Volunteers/Fingerprinting

We encourage all families to become involved in school activities.  There are opportunities to help
in many areas, such as classroom traffic safety, outdoor supervision, Library Media Center Support
and Classroom/Teacher support. For all activities, parents are required to be fingerprinted.
Volunteer packets are available in the front office or at the Lincoln Unified District Office at 2010
West Swain Road.

BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE



A Restorative Approach to Discipline

In the following pages you will find information about our school rules and the guidelines for
consequences we have put in place to help our students learn from their mistakes.  When a
student falls short of our school’s expectations, a school administrator will determine the action that
will most help the student acknowledge his/her wrong doing, accept responsibility for it and make
amends to those who have been negatively impacted.  Consequences will be targeted to restore
the harm caused to relationships and/or property as a result of the violation.

The application of disciplinary action is at the discretion of the school administrator or the
administrator’s designee, depending on the individual circumstances and the student’s disciplinary
history.  The administrator may deviate from these guidelines when the principal determines it is
appropriate to do so.

Part of our school’s mission is to prepare students to be successful in today’s global society.  Part
of being successful is to be able to acknowledge how our behavior impacts those around us.  We
must be willing to take responsibility for our behavior when we physically or emotionally hurt
another person, or cause damage to another person’s property.  Having to face those we hurt,
repair damage we have caused and hear how we caused others to feel helps to be better able to
take responsibility for our behavior.  It helps us make different choices the next time we are upset
about something.  LUSD believes that by addressing discipline in this way, a way that restores and
repairs relationships - our students will be better prepared for success when they graduate from
our schools.

Contact and/or meet with guardian

There will be times when misbehavior persists to the point where it is appropriate to contact
parents regarding their child’s behavior. Conversations with parents will include: identification of the
behaviors of greatest concern (framed as an expectation, social skill, or procedural error),
explanation regarding the interventions being implemented in the school setting, methods by which
the school is monitoring the student’s progress, and specific strategies as to how parents may
support the school’s efforts at home.

GLOSSARY

Detention
Detention is the assignment of a student to a supervised area for a specified time
before or after school or at lunchtime. Supervision must be assigned to a
certificated employee. The student shall be given adequate time to use the
restroom, get a drink, or eat lunch.

School Attendance Review Board (SARB)

The School Attendance Review Board (SARB) reviews student attendance and
disruptive behavior. Students may be referred to SARB for habitual truancy or



irregular attendance. SARB may direct a student to take part in community
services. SARB may involve the District Attorney, County Probation
Department, Sheriff’s Department, City Police Department, and / or County
Health and Human Services in a student’s case. SARB may transfer the student
to another school or to an alternative education program.

The Search and Seizure Policy

The Search and Seizure Policy governs the district’s authority to search individual
students and their property. School officials may search when there is a
reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence that the student is violating
the law or the rules of the district or school or the students’ possessions may lead
to an unsafe situation for the student or others or harm the learning environment.

Suspension

Suspension is the removal of a student from the classroom for disciplinary reasons
for a defined period of time by a teacher or a school administrator. A Principal or
Assistant Principal may suspend from school for up to five consecutive days. A
teacher may suspend for the remainder of the class in which the misbehavior
occurred and of the next day’s class. A suspension may be extended under certain
conditions. There are two kinds of suspension: On-campus suspension (Focus Center) and out of-
school suspension. Students placed on home suspension are not permitted on
or near any Lincoln Unified School District campus, nor are they allowed to
participate in any school activities, during the period of suspension. They may,
however, be required to complete assignments and tests, which will be made
available to them through an intermediary.

Expulsion

Expulsion is the removal of a student from all schools in the Lincoln Unified
School District for violating the California Education Code as ordered by the
Board of Trustees. The expulsion is for a defined period of time, but an
application for readmission must be considered within a specified time period.
State law provides for full due process and the rights to appeal any order of
expulsion.

State law mandates the Board of Trustees expel students for:
• Possession, sale, or furnishing of a firearm;
• Brandishing a knife;
• Sale of drugs;
• Committing or attempting to commit sexual assault or battery;
• Possession of explosives

California Education Code requires a school administrator to recommend
expulsion if a student commits one of the following offenses:



• Causing serious physical injury to another person except in self-defense;
• Possession of any knife, explosive, or other dangerous object of no
reasonable use to the pupil;
• Unlawful possession of any drug except for the first-time offense or
possession of not more than one ounce of marijuana;
• Robbery or extortion;
• Assault or battery upon a school employee

A pupil shall not be disciplined, suspended, or recommended for expulsion unless
the superintendent, a designee, or the principal of the school in which the student
is enrolled determine the pupil has violated one or more parts of the Standards of
Behavior. (Education Code 48900). A pupil may be disciplined, suspended for a
maximum of five consecutive days, or expelled for acts specified in the Standards
of Behavior that are related to school activity or school attendance occurring at
any district school or within any other school district, including, but not limited
to, any of the following:
• While on school grounds;
• While going to or coming from school;

Referral Process

Minor offenses will result in low-level referrals and consequences will be administered. Students
will have the opportunity to participate in the identification of the cause behind offending behaviors
and possible solutions to correcting behavior. A fourth minor offense will be treated as a major
offense and may result in focus center and/or suspension.

Major offenses will result in more extreme consequences including detention, suspension and
possible recommendation for expulsion. Consequences will be commensurate to the severity of the
behavior.

Progressive Discipline
Consequences for repeated offenses will increase in a progressive manner.

Minor and Major Behaviors

Minor Offenses Major Infractions



Minor Offenses are a failure to
demonstrate defined expectations or
social skills. All staff will address Minor
Offenses in the location where they
occur (on the spot).

Major Infractions are violations of the CA
Education Code. Major Infractions will be
addressed by the administrator.

Minor Offenses:
1. Cell Phone use
2. Tardy
3. Defiance
4. Not Listening
5. Disrupting class
6. Inappropriate Language
7. Improper use of technology
8. Bullying
9. Tone/Attitude
10. Mind Your Own Business
11. Off Task
12. Dress Code
13. Inappropriate use of space
14. Horseplay
15. Disrespect
16. Missing Classroom Materials
17. Missing Planner

Major Infractions:
● Physical injury (caused, attempted,

threatened)
● Use of force or violence.
● Weapons: firearm, knife, explosive,

dangerous object (possessed, sold,
furnished)

● Controlled substance, alcohol,
intoxicant (possessed, used, sold,
furnished, offered)

● Robbery or extortion
● Property damage (school/private)
● Stole/attempted to steal property

(school/private)
● Tobacco or tobacco products

(possessed, used)
● Obscene act, habitual profanity, or

vulgarity
● Drug paraphernalia (possessed,

offered, arranged to sell)
● Received stolen property (school,

private)
● Imitation firearm (possessed)
● Sexual assault (committed, attempted)
● Harassed, threatened, intimidated a

witness
● Sexual Harassment
● Harassed, threatened, or intimidated

other pupil, groups of pupils, or staff
● Terroristic threats
● Physical injury (aided or abetted)
● Hazing (engaged, attempted to engage)
● Bullying and/or electronic bullying
● Inappropriate or unsafe hands on

behavior

Minor Offenses may result in a low-level referral. For students grades 5-8, minor
offenses will result in an academic planner signature.



The administrator will address chronic minor offenses

Arson
1st offense 1–5 days suspension, notification of law enforcement agencies, possible

recommendation for expulsion
Setting False Fire Alarms
1st offense Restorative practices or suspension and notification of law enforcement,

Possible recommendation for expulsion. If the fire department charges the
site with a fine for the false alarm, this fee will be passed on to the student
to pay.

2nd offense 3-5 days suspension and notification of law enforcement, possible recommendation
for

expulsion. If the fire department charges the site with a fine for the false alarm, this
fee will be passed on to the student to pay.

Bullying Engaged in an act of bullying, including, but not limited to, bullying
committed by means of an electronic act, as defined in Education Code
48900 (r) and subdivision (f) and (g) of Section 32261, directed
specifically, toward pupil or school personnel.

1st offense Restorative practices, detention, on-campus suspension, 1-3 days of suspension,
possible notification of law enforcement agencies, possible recommendation for
expulsion

2nd offense Restorative practices, On-campus suspension, 1-5 days of suspension, notification
of law enforcement,possible recommendation for expulsion

3rd offense 1-5 days of suspension, notification of law enforcement,
possible recommendation for expulsion

Progressive Discipline Policy for Grades 5 - 8

As teachers here at JMC we take pride in providing a safe and positive learning environment. To make this

happen we use a Progressive Discipline Policy. Our Progressive Discipline Policy starts out with a warning.  For most

students a teacher signature as a 1
st

warning is all that is necessary to get them back on track.  If a 1
st

warning is not

enough, and behavior problems continue, then students earn another signature as a 2
nd

warning. If a 1
st

warning and 2
nd

warning during the same week are not enough and a student earns a 3
rd

signature, then a student is assigned detention.

The majority of students never make it to the first detention.  Unfortunately there are students who continue to have

behavior problems.  In order to maintain a positive, safe, and effective learning environment, further disciplinary steps

are then necessary.



Examples of inappropriate behavior include, but are not limited to talking out of turn, getting out of seat without

permission, chewing gum, or other behavior considered disruptive, disrespectful, or unsafe by the teacher or staff

member.  As a result of these behaviors the following steps will be taken:

1
st

Offense – 1
st

Warning

If this is the student’s first offense for the week, the teacher will issue a warning with a signature in the student’s daily

planner.

2
nd

Offense – 2
nd

Warning

If a student has received a 1
st

warning during the week, a 2
nd

warning will be issued with a signature in the student’s daily

planner.

3
rd

Offense – Detention

If a student has already received a 1
st

and 2
nd

warning during the week, the student’s planner will be signed for a 3
rd

time

and the student earns a detention. Parents will be contacted to inform them of the detention.

Detentions will be served on Tuesdays and Thursdays at lunch.

Resetting Disciplinary Steps

Planner signatures reset each week.  If a student receives a 1
st

warning on Thursday and was disruptive in class again

on Monday of the following week, they would receive another 1
st

warning.  A student receives detention if they have 3

offenses in the same week.

Progressive Discipline Steps

● After the 3
rd

detention is earned in the same quarter, the student is required to meet with the school counselor.

● After a student earns a 4
th

detention in the same quarter a Mandatory Parent Conference will be held.

● If a student earns a 5
th

detention in the same quarter, this will result in a Suspension.

● Detentions will reset at the start of each quarter.

Incidents that result in an automatic detention:

Sub Detentions – If a student is disruptive or disrespectful to others when there is a substitute teacher in class will result

in an  automatic planner signature which can lead to detention.  If a student develops a history of behavior problems with

substitute teachers further disciplinary steps will be taken.

Planners – At JMC students are given a daily planner to keep track of their assignments and due dates.  It is important

that students have this Daily Planner with them every day.  If a student develops a history of not bringing their planner,

further disciplinary steps will be taken.

Skipped Detention – If a student does not go to their assigned detention they will be assigned two additional detentions.

▪ PLEASE NOTE: If this planner is lost, stolen, damaged, etc., there is a cost of $5 to replace the planner.

Cell Phones or Other Electronic Devices

● Cell phones or any devices for texting may only be used before the 1st bell of the school day
and after the last bell of the school day. They may never be used in the library or restrooms.



● Cell phone cameras and video cameras are not allowed at any time for personal use. Any
use of a video/audio recording device, including cameras and phones, on campus
before/during/after school during school activities, without the explicit permission from a
teacher or administrator, is strictly prohibited and may result in a 1-5 day suspension. Use
of a phone to record people without their consent is against the code of conduct and may
be illegal.

● Cell phones, IPods or any other music devices are not allowed to be used on campus
students are expected to seek permission from their classroom teacher for playing music
only while in class (if allowed). Earbuds and headphones are not allowed to be worn
outside of the classrooms in which they were permitted.

● John McCandless staff, security, and administration will NOT investigate the loss or
damage of electronics brought to school. Students bringing cell phones or other devices do
so at their own risk.

● Any cell phone seen or heard during the school day (including field trips) without specific
staff permission will be confiscated by staff, security and/or administrators.

● Refusing to turn over a cell phone when requested to do so by a staff member will be
treated as an act of defiance and consequences incurred.

● If a device has to be confiscated, the following consequences will be applied:

1st offense Lunch detention issued, and students required to review cell phone policy
and future consequences. The phone/device will be held in the front office
and released to the student at the end of the day.

2nd offense After school detention assigned and the parents contacted. The
phone/device will be held in the front office and released only to a parent or
guardian.

3rd offense Focus Center.The phone/device will be required to be checked-in with the
front office  daily and released to the student at the end of each day.

Conduct /Inappropriate Behavior on Campus

Any behavior that disrupts the educational process. Students are expected to adhere to all
school rules while anywhere on campus, including classrooms, library and cafeteria.
Students are expected to behave in a positive and respectful manner at all times.

1st offense Teacher-initiated consequences, to include Restorative practices, parent contact
2nd offense Students referred for discipline to administrator, contact with parents.
3rd offense Possible referral for an SST (Student Success Team) Meeting.

Defiance of school authority/Disruption of school activities

1st offense Conference with students, to include parent contact, Restorative practices.
2nd offense Lunch, After School detention, Focus Center.

Dress Code

The dress code policy exists to improve and maintain safety for all students. The policy is designed
to prevent distraction in the classroom and help students focus on instruction. Students shall be



dressed and groomed in a manner reflecting good taste and decency. Clothing will not detract
from nor interfere with the educational process, environment, instructional program, general morale
or the image of the school.

The following are not permitted to be worn at school:
• Articles of clothing, jewelry, or accessories which pose a disruption to the educational

process or a threat to the physical well-being and safety of the student or others (i.e.
chains, spiked collars, spiked wristbands)

• Articles of clothing related to a group or gang which may provoke others to acts of
violence (including but not limited to gloves, bandanas, durags, shoestrings,
wristbands, belts, jewelry, etc.)

• Articles of clothing displaying a student’s midsection are not permitted
• Clothing with offensive slogans or inappropriate designs (i.e. advertisements

for drugs, alcohol, tobacco or sex). Students wearing inappropriate clothing or
clothing with obscene, suggestive and/or offensive language will be asked to
substitute or remove the offensive piece of clothing and/or be sent home to change
after a parent or guardian is contacted

Also
• Skirts and shorts should be no shorter than the student’s fingertips when arms are

fully stretched down alongside legs.
• No underwear may be visible at any time for any reason.
• Hoods may not be worn indoors.
• No open-toed shoes are permitted. Shoes must be secured behind the foot (no

flip-flops, slides or mules).

Note: THE ADMINISTRATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ADJUST THIS DRESS CODE TO MEET
STANDARDS FOR SAFETY.

Inappropriate Clothing
1st offense Parents notified for change of clothing. Lunch detention assigned on the

day of the violation. If unavailable, school will provide appropriate attire.
2nd offense After school detention was assigned on the day of the violation. Parent notified

by administrator.
3rd or more offense Focus Center (one day), parent notified

FIGHTING

(Student Conflicts/Acts of Violence) EC 48900(a)(1)
What to Do to Avoid a Fight
Let your Principal, Principal’s Designee, Counselor, Teacher, or LUSD Security Officer
know if you are feeling unsafe, threatened, or harassed. These feelings may interfere
with your ability to concentrate on your schoolwork, so it is important that the problem
be addressed quickly.

Definitions and Consequences Associated with Fighting



Breaking up or Preventing a Fight is characterized by seeking help from the nearest
adult; encouraging the students to walk away; or surrounding a friend and moving
him/her away from the argument.

Defending One’s Self is characterized by putting hands up to block or prevent a hit;
putting hands out to keep the other student at a distance; repeating over and over the
desire to NOT fight; calling for help; turning away; or walking away.

Threatening / Initiating Fights will be treated the same as fighting. The following
behaviors communicate a willingness to fight; remaining engaged in an argument;
stepping towards the other student; clenching fists; throwing down items being held, i.e.
backpack, books, etc. and removing outer garments, such as a jacket. Students taunting
or calling out will be subject to suspension. Threats towards any individual will be
investigated, resulting in a possible consequence.

Fighting is defined as mutual combat, contributing to or perpetuating the fight.
1st offense Restorative practices, Focus Center, parent contact 1-5 days of suspension
2nd offense 1-5 days of suspension
3rd offense 5 days suspension/possible recommendation for expulsion

Intentionally Causing Serious Injury
1st offense 1-5 days of suspension, possible recommendation for expulsion,

notification of LUSD security
2nd offense 3-5 days of suspension, possible recommendation for expulsion, notification

of LUSD security

Jumping In is joining in on another student’s fight or contributing to /
perpetuating the fight
1st offense Restorative practices, Focus Center, parent contact 1-5 days suspension, possible

recommendation for expulsion
2nd offense 1-5 days suspension, possible recommendation for expulsion

Hazing / Harassment / Hate crimes

EC 48900(q)
Engaged in or attempted to engage in hazing.

1st offense:   Restorative practices, Focus Center, parent contact, or 1-5 days suspension, and
possible file for expulsion.

2nd offense:  Focus Center, 3-5 days suspension, and possible file for expulsion



Illegal Substances: Drugs, Alcohol, Drug Paraphernalia

EC 48900 (c), (d), (j)
Lincoln Unified School District is a Drug-Free Zone. Penalties for any offender will
be doubled by law enforcement agencies. All students are expected to adhere to
school policy and make good decisions if confronted with situations where drugs or
alcohol is present. Students may be subject to disciplinary action if present where
drugs and or alcohol are in possession or use during school or any school activity.
Use/Possession
1st offense: 5 days suspension, possible notification of LUSD security and possible

recommendation for expulsion. Any felony possession will constitute immediate
recommendation for expulsion

2nd offense: 5 days suspension, possible notification of LUSD security and
recommendation for expulsion

Sales / Possession for Sale / Furnishing / Sale of look-alike Drugs
1st offense: 5 days suspension off campus, recommendation to file for expulsion and

notification of law enforcement agencies

Profanity / Verbal abuse / Racial Slurs / Insubordination /Vulgarity / Obscene acts

EC 48900(i)
Students are expected to refrain from the use of profanity while on the school campus.
The use of profanity and/or obscene language is not conducive to a safe learning
environment.
1st offense Restorative practices, conference with student, to include parent contact, and

possible Detention, Focus Center
2nd offense Detention, Focus Center, 1-3 days of suspension
3rd offense Focus Center, 1-5 days of suspension, parent conference / possible file for
expulsion

Property Damage

EC 48900(f)
Cause, or attempt to cause damage to school or private property including electronic files and
databases.
1st offense: Conference with student, to include parent contact, restorative practices, Focus
Center and possible suspension
2nd offense: 1-3 days of suspension
3rd offense: 3-5 days of suspension, parent conference / possible file for expulsion

Robbery or Extortion

EC 48999(e)
Committed or attempted to commit robbery or extortion.
1st offense: Restorative practices, Focus Center, or 1 day of suspension, conference with
student, to include parent contact, possible suspension



2nd offense: 2-5 days of suspension, parent conference / possible file for expulsion
3rd offense: 3-5 days of suspension, parent conference/possible file for expulsion

Rough Housing

1st offense Conference with student, restorative practices, to include parent contact
2nd offense Focus Center (one day)
3rd offense 1-3 days of suspension

Social Networking Sites/Electronic Communication

Any post on a social networking site or electronic communication that comes to the
attention of school staff and are deemed as bullying, threatening, harassing or hazing, and
caused the campus to be an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment for another
students will be disciplined according to the procedures spelled out in this handbook.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

EC 48900.2/48900.3/48900.4
What is Sexual Harassment?
Unwelcome sexual behavior, visual, verbal, or physical behaviors that make a student feel
uncomfortable or unsafe.

Types of Illegal Conduct

Visual
• unwelcome sexual flirtations or propositions
• passing suggestive or obscene letter, notes, or invitations
• displaying sexual drawing or pictures
• mooning or flashing
• making obscene gestures
• giving sexually suggestive looks or leers

Verbal
• Making requests for sexual favors
• Making or threatening reprisals after a negative response
to sexual favors
• sexist or sexual jokes
• telling graphic commentaries about an individual’s body
• making comments about a person’s sex life
• holding an overly personal conversation
• making noises such as “wolf whistles”
• refusing to take “no” for an answer

What to Do When/If It Happens
• Respond to conduct immediately in a way that clearly communicates
the behavior is NOT wanted.
• Trying to ignore it or laughing at it can be misinterpreted as wanting the behavior to continue.
• Immediately report the incident to a staff member; tell what, when and where it happened.



Consequences
1st offense Restorative Practices, Conference with student and administrator, parent notification
2nd offense Focus Center, possible 1-3 days of suspension
3rd offense 3-5 days of suspension, possible recommendation for Expulsion

Sexual Assault or Sexual Battery

EC 48900(n)
• touching • grabbing • rubbing •assault • rape
• physically blocking a person’s movement
1st offense Restorative practices, Focus Center, 1-5 days of suspension, possible

recommendation for expulsion, notification of Law Enforcement, documentation on
the LUSD sexual harassment log

2nd offense 3-5 days of suspension, possible recommendation for expulsion, notification of
Law Enforcement, documentation on the LUSD sexual harassment log
Documentation of all sexual harassment incidents will be sent to the

Tobacco, Use / Possession

EC 48900(h)
Lincoln Unified School District is a non-smoking / no tobacco use district.  All tobacco products,
including rolling papers, will be confiscated.  All forms of smoking materials are prohibited on
campus and at any school event.
1st  offense   6 weeks substance abuse counseling, confiscation
2nd offense   1 day suspension, confiscation
3rd offense    2 days suspension, confiscation

Tobacco

Smoking presents a health hazard that can have serious consequences both for the smoker and
the nonsmoker. Students shall not be allowed to smoke, chew ,or possess tobacco or nicotine
products on school property or while attending school sponsored activities, or while under the
supervision and control of district employees. Students who violate this policy shall be subject to
disciplinary procedures that may result in suspension from school. (Education Code 48900) The
District shall provide instruction regarding the effects of smoking on the human body and shall take
steps to discourage students from making it a practice to smoke. (Education Code 48901,
51502)Smoking means inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying of any lighted or heated cigar,
cigarette, pipe, tobacco, or plant product intended for inhalation, whether natural or synthetic, in
any manner or form, and includes the use of an electronic smoking device that creates aerosol or
vapor or of any oral smoking device for the purpose of circumventing the prohibition of smoking.
Tobacco products include: (1) A product containing, made, or derived from tobacco or nicotine that
is intended for human consumption whether smoked, heated, chewed, absorbed, dissolved,
inhaled, snorted, sniffed, or ingested by any other means, including, but not limited to, cigarettes,
cigars, little cigars, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco or snuff. (2)An electronic device that delivers
nicotine or other vaporized liquids to the person inhaling from the device, including, but not limited
to, an electronic cigarette, cigar, pipe, or hookah. (3) Any component, part, or accessory of a
tobacco product, whether or not sold separately. These prohibitions do not apply to a student’s
possession or use of his/her own prescription products. However, student possession or use of
prescription products in school shall be subject to the district’s policy and regulation for addressing
the administration of medications on campus.



Vaporizers/ E Cigarettes

Vapor pens, Hookah pens, e-cigarettes or any smoking device are prohibited on campus.  When
any of these items are used with an illegal substance, the consequences outlined on page 29 for
Illegal Substances will be imposed.
1st offense    6 weeks substance abuse counseling, confiscation
2nd offense   1 day suspension, confiscation
3rd offense    2 days suspension, confiscation

Technology and Internet Use

Internet use will be a regular part of the John McCandless curriculum. All students are required to
have a signed BOTH a Technology Use Agreement and an Internet Use Agreement on file and
to abide by the Lincoln Unified and John McCandless STEM Charter Internet Use Policies.

Consequences for technology misuse are as follows:
1st Offense: Parent contact, loss of all technology access for 1-3 days
2nd Offense: Parent contact, loss of all technology access for 1 week
3rd Offense: Parent contact, Focus Center, suspension, with loss of technology use for 1 week

Consequences for subsequent offenses will be at the discretion of the school administration.

Theft / Extortion / Burglary

EC 48900(g) Possession of stolen property
1st offense Restorative practices, Focus Center, or 1-3 days suspension;

parent conference
2nd offense 3-5 days suspension
3rd offense 5 days of suspension

Videotaping /Photography/Recording

Any use of video/audio recording devices (cameras, phones, etc.) on campus before/during/after
school or during school related activities, without the explicit permission from a teacher or
administrator, is strictly prohibited and may result in a 1-5 day in-school or off-campus
suspension. Cameras/video recorders will be confiscated and parents/guardians will be required
to meet with an administrator in order to have these items returned to the student

Weapons, Replica of / Use / Possession

EC 48900(m)
Possession of an imitation firearm that is so substantially similar in physical properties to
an existing firearm as to lead a reasonable person to conclude that the replica is a firearm.

1st offense Conference with student, to include parent contact, restorative practices or
possible suspension

2nd offense Restorative practices, Focus Center or 1-5 days suspension, possible
recommendation for expulsion; Possible notification of law enforcement agencies
3rd offense 3-5 days suspension, possible recommendation for expulsion

Possible notification of law enforcement agencies.



Weapons / Explosives / /Dangerous Objects, Use / Possession

EC48900(b)
(including live ammunition)
1st offense Restorative practices or 1-5 days suspension, possible file for expulsion

and possible notification of law enforcement agencies
(Reference to Ed. Code 48900(b))

2nd offense 3-5 days suspension, possible file for expulsion and possible
notification of law enforcement agencies (48900 (b))

Appendix

District Calendar

2022-2023 Staff List

https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://ca50010933.schoolwires.net//cms/lib/CA50010933/Centricity//Domain/1421/2022-23+school+calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vSlhcq9wU7mQdON1PeO-ENSaVet6ITkXNhK5xoSzHhbiMe6-A3MMyB7roVRbjapRfkqCxNAG_FmdV8C/pub

